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Submitted by Pamela Miller, Committee Chair and President-Elect

Since the last Board Meeting in April 2006, I participated in the following activities:

April 2006

· Sent a letter from the MBEA Legislative Action Committee on behalf of its members to Mr. Michael P. Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction, as well as to the State Board of Education, Governor Granholm and Lt. Governor Cherry, Senator Whitmer, State Representatives Byrum and Murphy, and Patty Cantu, Director of the Office of Career & Technical Preparation.  The letter states MBEA’s desire to contribute to the curriculum work needed to support the new high school graduation requirements in Michigan.
· E-mailed above to MBEA membership.
· E-mailed MBEA membership an MBEA Legislative Alert on the federal budget for higher education with a link to a website to communicate with Senator Stabenow on this issue.

· E-mailed MBEA membership a Legislative Contact Information document, which was also posted on the MBEA website.

· Obtained list of Michigan community college Deans from MODAC and forwarded to MBEA Jr.-Comm. College/Priv. Bus. School Representative, Cathie Hudson (solicit session ideas, MBEA conference attendance (April, 2006).

May 2006
· Contacted the NCBEA Legislative Action Committee Chair, Sharon Kosek, to begin a dialogue about high school reform initiatives in other states in the NorthCentral region.  
· Reviewed April 2006 Informational Update from The Office of Career & Technical Preparation (contacted Karen Pohja to determine whether an electronic version was available and to ensure that I receive these updates in future).
June 2006
· Communicated with MBEA President to add some Legislative Action Committee items to the 2006 Program of Work.

· Obtained a firm commitment from MODAC to “piggy-back” the 2008 MBEA conference with the Trends conference.

· Forwarded to Legislative Action Committee members an invitation from The Office of School Improvement to attend an Overview of Michigan’s New High School Content Expectations on June 12th or June 22nd.

· Registered to attend the June 22nd Overview of Michigan’s New High School Content Expectations sponsored by the The Office of School Improvement (encourage additional Legislative Action Committee members to attend).

· Forwarded to Legislative Action Committee members the 2+2 Alignment Plans developed by The Office of Career & Technical Preparation to assist in demonstrating how Career and Technical Education can be a part of High School Reform, and the new High School requirements (received from Karen Pohja).  

· Forwarded to Legislative Action Committee members the final High School Content Expectations for English/Language Arts and for Math.

· Reviewed the final English/Language Arts High School Content Expectations.

· Met with Hastings Area School District Superintendent, Chris Cooley, and Assistant Superintendent, Mary Vliek, to discuss local perspective and implementation of the new high school graduation requirements.
· Subscribed to Committee E-mail Notices for the House Higher Education and Career Preparation Committee and the House Education Committee; subscribed to similar Committees in the Michigan Senate.
· E-mailed Michigan House Education Committee members and House Higher Education and Career Preparation Committee members to introduce myself, get added to their newsletter mailing lists, and to potentially schedule an appointment to discuss the impact of the new high school graduation requirements on business education.
· E-mailed Michigan Senate Education Committee members and House Higher Education and Career Preparation Committee members to introduce myself, get added to their newsletter mailing lists, and to potentially schedule an appointment to discuss the impact of the new high school graduation requirements on business education.
· Telephoned Patty Cantu, Director of The Office of Career & Technical Preparation, to discuss impact of new high school graduation requirements on business education and to obtain information on the New York model.  Her response to our letter was very positive.  She meets every Monday with the Dept. of Education and will meet next Tuesday to discuss CTE curriculum; specifically, the recognition of academics in CTE programs.  We will speak again next week after these meetings.
· Telephoned Representatives Byrum and Murphy and Senator Whitmer to introduce myself to their Aides, get added to their newsletter mailing lists, and to potentially schedule an appointment to discuss the impact of the new high school graduation requirements on business education.  
· Discuss with Legislative Action Committee members an appropriate response to e-mail communication from Gayle Barton.

· Discuss with Legislative Action Committee members any additional contacts that can/should be made with regard to HSR (see NBEA list of Related Organizations on website).

· Florida and/or New York models?

· Reviewed Inside Higher Ed website (insidehighered.com) and ACTE website for legislative updates.
· Prepared Business Education activity to be included in the NCBEA CD.

· Prepared Business Education activity to be included on the MBEA website.

· Reviewed text of NEA testimony to Spellings Commission.

· Assign responsibility for tracking specific issues and networking with Legislative community to individual members of the Legislative Action Committee:

· Perkins Reauthorization/Federal Education Funding
· State Education Funding/School Aid Fund
· Michigan K-16 Educational Funding Guarantee (ensure inflation increases for public education) source: MEA Voice
· High School Reform

· 65% Solution proposal, promoted by national group called First Class Education (65% of operating budgets allocated to classroom instruction) source: MEA Voice
· HEA

· NCLB

· Spellings Commission
· Request that MBEA Executive Board members share with the Legislative Action Committee any sources of legislative information to which they currently subscribe or receive.
· Present a recommendation to the MBEA Executive Board to plan curriculum forums at the MBEA annual conference in October.
· Present a recommendation to the MBEA Executive Board to communicate with school district leaders to begin a dialogue about the future of business education within the new high school curriculum framework.
Sources

MDE High School Reform Website:

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html 

English/Language Arts High School Content Expectations (Final)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ELA11-14open1_142201_7.pdf 

Mathematics High School Content Expectations (Final)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Math11-14-open1_142202_7.pdf 

Science High School Content Expectations (DRAFT)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/HSCEScienceSurvey52_159071_7.10.06.ppt 

Inside Higher Education
www.insidehighered.com   

ACTE (Association for Career & Technical Education)

www.acteonline.org 
NEA Spellings Commission Testimony
· www.nea.org/he 
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