May 7, 2007
MBEA Legislative Update
Dear MBEA Member,

PLEASE SHARE THIS UPDATE WITH ANY AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES.

MDE/OCTP information resources and updates:

The latest Informational Update from Patty Cantu, Director of the Office of Career and Technical Preparation (OCTP), is available online at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/mdcd/0,1607,7-122-1680_2629_8423-161246--,00.html 
Highlights from this update include status of the CTE Standards Project, identification of math and science standards in the CTE statewide program standards, a Perkins State Plan update, BMMT Pathway Reporting Changes, as well as the following:

Standards Project - We are doing some additional research with FSU on 10 CIP codes but anticipate a webcast roll out of the standards around the third week in May.  

Website Resources - We are putting the finishing touches on the website through FSU and MCCTE where we will place all of the resources that have been developed locally and at the state level (such as English/Language Arts lessons for CTE).  I will let you know as soon as the process for submission to the web has been determined.

High School Listserv - There is a new MDOE High School Listserv available to distribute announcements and information.  To subscribe, go to the www.michigan.gov/highschool website for more information.

Michigan Legislature update:

Budget Update
Granholm Says Legislative Inaction Forces Cuts to Health Care Providers, Schools:  
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-192--167449--,00.html 

State Budget Process:  

http://www.michigan.gov/budget/0,1607,7-157-11462-34950--,00.html 
OCTP Moves from MDLEG to MDE

On May 1, 2007, Governor Granholm signed Executive Order No. 2007-4, moving administrative oversight of Career & Technical Education programs from MDLEG to MDE.  Visit http://www.michigan.gov/gov/0,1607,7-168-21975-167600--,00.html.  
Postponement of Career Clusters Task Force Meeting

On April 30, 2007, I wrote the following letter to the Office of Career & Technical Education on behalf of the MBEA membership (and faxed to Governor Granholm as well):

I was disappointed to learn that the second meeting of the Career Clusters Task Forces was postponed.  As President of the Michigan Business Education Association (MBEA), I have personally contributed to this work (along with many MBEA members) and am committed to completing this work at the earliest opportunity.  While I am certainly aware of the economic crisis in our state, I must share with you my deep concern about the negative impact of such a delay.  

 

The future of Career & Technical Education in Michigan is in our hands.  Not only do we need to systematically identify the academics already embedded in our CTE programs (and identify opportunities to integrate more), we must effectively communicate the rigor and relevance of the CTE curriculum to local decision makers who are cutting CTE positions and programs in an effort to meet the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum.  

 

Some questions:

 

How are local districts being made aware of the ELA units that have been developed for Business Administration?  (I tried to find them on the MDE website and the Ferris website today, with no success.)  What is the timeline for the Math units for Business Administration?

 

What is the status of the MDE publication, Delivering Academic Content Through Career and Technical Education Programs?  

 

How are we addressing the highly qualified requirement of NCLB relative to CTE programs?

 

How can MBEA help?

 

Sincerely,

Pamela Miller, Ph.D.

MBEA President & Legislative Chair

ACTE information resources and updates:

For current ACTE Legislative Updates, including Perkins, visit: 

http://www.acteonline.org/members/news/legislative_news/ 
Sign up for ACTE's Career Tech Update, a twice-monthly e-mail newsletter on news, views and best practices in career and technical education (shared previously): 

http://www.acteonline.org/members/career_tech_update/index.cfm?CFID=3778271&CFTOKEN=52987512   

ASCD information resources and updates:

Visit the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development at http://www.ascd.org/.  

ACE information resources and updates:

Visit the American Council on Education at www.acenet.edu.
American Council on Education (ACE) on Higher Education Act Reauthorization:

http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Search&section=Government_Relations&template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentFileID=3113 

President’s Report, April 2007
Submitted by Dr. Pamela Miller, Legislative Action Committee Chair and MBEA President

Since the last Board Meeting in January 2007, I participated in the following activities:

· Wrote welcome letter to new Board member, Cheryl Dunn-Elam, and her supervisor.

· Presented an update on the new high school graduation requirements and the Career Clusters framework at the January meeting of the BMIT Division of Lansing Community College. 
· E-mailed MBEA membership an MBEA Legislative Update on February 1; forwarded to Julia VanderMolen for publication on MBEA website (included link to OCTP Informational Updates for easy member access to current and future updates).
· Participated in Michigan’s CTE Curriculum Standards Project as a technical expert in Business education.  
· Attended the Michigan Career Education Conference in Detroit (February 11-13).

· Worked with Julia VanderMolen to update the MBEA website and facilitated the production of the spring newsletter.
· Contributed two articles to the spring MBEA newsletter.

· Obtained permission from the St. Clair RESA and Van Buren ISD to share their curriculum work with MBEA members; published in spring MBEA newsletter.

· Reviewed Call For Presenters documentation for spring MBEA newsletter.

· Communicated with NCBEA Board to seek permission to publish selected lesson plans to our website; decision pending.

· Forwarded documentation relative to MBEA Executive Board and membership voting rights to Chair of Constitution & ByLaws Committee; consider e-mail voting

· Recruited 2 non-Board MBEA members to work on Ad Hoc Technology Committee.

· Attended breakfast at BPA State Conference on March 25; brought greetings from MBEA Board.

· Obtained sponsorship from Lansing Community College to host the May 4 Region 2-3 spring event.  Worked with Region Rep to obtain technology presenters.

· Obtained support from Lansing Community College to co-sponsor the 2007 President’s Breakfast in Frankenmuth ($1,000).
· Attended NBEA Convention in New York City; served as session facilitator, contributed to and participated in NBEA Silent Auction, attended Legislative Update session and Membership Directors breakfast.
· Contributed article for the NCBEA spring newsletter.

· Registered for the summer 2007 Marketing Academy; possible adoption of MME model for a Business Academy sponsored by MBEA in summer 2008.
· Obtained support from Dr. Linda Dannison, Chair of Family & Consumer Sciences Department at WMU, to offer graduate credit for a Business Academy in the summer of 2008.

· Obtained mailing list of Business Education teachers from OCTP; forwarded to Interim VP of Professional Development and VP of Membership.

· Prepared for April 2007 Board meeting. 
· Plan to attend the second Career Clusters Task Force meetings in Lansing (April 30, May 1-2).
· Plan to begin dialogue with MACUL and MASSP by forwarding a link to our spring newsletter as part of the initial effort to communicate with school district leaders about the future of business education within the new high school curriculum framework.

· Plan to communicate with Michigan Chamber of Commerce; KnowHow2GO campaign (Ohio) and LearnDoEarn initiative (New Jersey); share this communication with MASSP.  
Finally, please note my new contact information below:
Sincerely,
Pamela Miller, Ph.D.

MBEA President and Legislative Chair
Director of Program Management

Institutional Research & Development

Davenport University
415 East Fulton Street

Grand Rapids, MI  49503

pamela.miller@davenport.edu 

(616) 732-1174

