May 20, 2007

PLEASE SHARE THIS UPDATE WITH ANY AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES.

Michigan Department of Education Update

Social Studies and Science Content Expectations READY for REVIEW and COMMENT

May 18, 2007
Over the past year, the Michigan Department of Education staff, in collaboration with social studies and science academicians and educators across the state, have worked diligently to develop DRAFT content expectations outlining what students should know and be able to do in these important subjects. 

On May 8, 2007, the DRAFT K-12 Social Studies Expectations and DRAFT K-7 Grade Level Content Expectations for Science were presented in DRAFT form to the State Board of Education.  These expectations have now been placed on the web for public review and comment through June 29, 2007.

YOUR INPUT IS VALUED

To ensure students have the knowledge and understanding to become informed, involved, and responsible citizens, and have the science foundation necessary to succeed in high school, we invite you to review and comment on one or more of these documents.

Feedback from these reviews will be incorporated into a final set of expectations. The Social Studies Content Expectations will be sent to the Superintendent and presented to the State Board of Education for their review as an information item in August, with approval in September. 
The Science Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE) will be sent to the Superintendent and presented to the State Board of Education for their review as an information item in November, with approval in December. 
DRAFT SOCIAL STUDIES EXPECTATIONS

To access the DRAFT K-12 Social Studies Expectations and provide input, please visit the Michigan Department of Education high school web page at www.michigan.gov/highschool.

DRAFT SCIENCE GRADE LEVEL CONTENT EXPECTATIONS

To access the DRAFT K-7 Science Grade Level Content Expectations and provide input, please visit the Michigan Department of Education GLCE page at www.michigan.gov/glce.

These surveys will be open for review and comment through June 29, 2007.  For additional information, please contact Betty Underwood, underwoodb@michigan.gov. 

American Council on Education Update

Congress Passes 2008 Budget; Education Funding Increased

May 17, 2007

Congress today passed a FY 2008 budget of over $2.9 trillion, with a total of $954.1 billion in non-war discretionary spending. The budget includes significant increases in higher education funding and passage clears the way for the appropriations process to begin in earnest.

In total, the budget provides for $85.91 billion in FY 2008 funding for federal education programs, including $2 billion in FY 2009 advance funding. This is $9.5 billion more than the President Bush had requested and more than $5.6 billion above FY 2007 levels. The budget also enables restored funding to a number of student aid programs (such as the Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership and Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant programs) that the president had proposed terminating.

Perhaps the most important development for higher education in the budget resolution is the plan to cut student loan subsidies through a process called "budget reconciliation." Reconciliation is a legislative procedure that directs authorizing committees to cut spending in entitlement programs. Student loan spending has been cut several times using this mechanism. Last year, for example, Republicans used reconciliation to cut student loan spending by $13 billion over five years. 

The 2008 budget resolution mandates $750 million in spending cuts from the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and the House Committee on Education and Labor that will likely come from the student loan program. If the committees choose to do so, deeper cuts can be made with the revenue used for other purposes. Most observers believe that the committees will indeed propose further cuts with the additional funds being spent to increase the size of Pell grants and/or to reduce the interest rate on federal student loans. These actions must be completed by Sept. 10.

The Democrats elected to proceed this way because a budget reconciliation bill cannot be filibustered in the Senate, making it easier to secure final approval. Republicans claim that the Democrats are using a budget cutting measure to expand spending significantly.

The $954.1 billion in total domestic discretionary spending is over $21 billion more than the president had requested, not including advance funding. Rob Portman, director of the Office of Management and Budget, reiterated the White House’s intention to veto any appropriations bills that would exceed the president’s budget. As a congressional resolution and not a statute, the president cannot veto the budget resolution.

The budget also extends a number of tax cuts currently set to expire in 2010, provided there is a large enough surplus to offset the cost. Other provisions of the resolution are primarily procedural and include the extension of stronger ‘pay-as-you-go’ budgeting rules to the Senate.

The appropriations process is expected to begin as early as next Monday. House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) has said the Democrats’ goal is to have all of the non-defense appropriations bills passed by the end of June. The Senate is expected to work on a similar timetable. The previous Congress failed to produce a budget resolution and did not pass a number of appropriations bills before the end of the last session.

	ASCD Educator Advocates Update

Education Funding Increase Advances

May 18, 2007
So Far . . . Very Good

The U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate approved a funding increase in excess of $9.5 billion yesterday as part of the 2008 Fiscal Year Budget Resolution. The budget resolution sets the general spending parameters for the federal government. This increase is dedicated to the education, labor, and health and human services portion of the budget. 

The Budget Resolution Conference Agreement “adds significant new resources that could be used for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), No Child Left Behind Act, and Pell grants. For 2008 alone, it provides an increase in discretionary funding for the education and training function of $9.5 billion,” according to budget documents released yesterday.

The resolution also includes additional resources for children’s health care. The State Children’s Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) and Medicaid receive an increase to help states expand coverage to uninsured children and maintain services. 

But Don’t Spend the Money Just Yet . . .
While this is very good news for education, now the appropriations process begins. This is where the money is actually appropriated for existing programs. To ensure the budgeted increases are provided, we need to make our voices heard in the Congress. But don’t worry, you won’t need to leave C-SPAN on all day. In the coming weeks, you will receive more information and some action steps to take to ensure Congress knows you want funding increases for education this year. ASCD will help you to be effective and efficient when the time comes to speak loudly on behalf of education. 

We Are Almost Ready . . . Are You?
As Educator Advocates, you are entitled to a very special opportunity—the chance of a lifetime to engage in advocacy at the highest levels. Before we tell you more, ask yourself the following questions:

How far are you willing to go to for your students and schools?

How important is it to shape federal policy?


Stay tuned for more information about this exciting opportunity.

Do you know others who support sound education policy? Please forward this message to your colleagues.

If this message was forwarded to you and you would like to receive updates from ASCD Educator Advocates, please join ASCD Educator Advocates at http://www.capwiz.com/ascd/mlm/signup/ 

Please take a moment to let us know what you think by emailing ASCD Public Policy Specialist Christy Guilfoyle at edadvocates@ascd.org. More importantly, please let us know what we at ASCD Public Policy can do to better serve you and your needs as an advocate.



MarkED Update

May 11, 2007

http://www.mark-ed.org/2.0/Joomla/images/PDFs/ProductNEWS-0511.htm 
